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·  AFO 2008 
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·  APAC 2008 
·  Club Incentive Program 
·  Salming Eastern Series 
·  Junior Girls Floorball 
·  IFF Seminar Canberra 
·  Aus Women’s Poland Trip 
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After traveling over to Perth 
for the 2007 AFO it will again 
head back to Victoria.  
Springers Leisure Centre is 
located in Keysborough, a 
high growth region about 
30min SE of the city.  It is the tournament organizers aim to 
deliver the high standard tournament that Perth did last year.  
 
We are aiming to introduce a Zorro Competition during the 
finals on Saturday and Sunday where each team can nominate 
2 players to enter…start practicing those tricks!! 
 
We hope to see all the teams who participated and some new 
ones travel down south for a fun and exciting four days of 
Floorball. 
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AFA is pleased to announce the following team to represent 
Australia at the upcoming Men’s C Division World 
Championships. Congratulations and best wishes to all the 
team. 
 

·  Petr Prazan - Head Coach 
·  Juerg Kihm  - Assistant Coach 
·  Melanie Cathie  - Team Manager 
·  Peter (Pdot) Harris (WA) 
·  Andrew (Sok) Cathie (WA/Sweden) 
·  Darren Baxter (NSW) 
·  Andy Fenton (NSW) 
·  Martin Rembson (NSW) 
·  Michael McCallum (NSW) 
·  David Speldewinde (ACT) 
·  Alex Peck (WA) 
·  Jacob Stanley (WA) 
·  Anthony Boteler (WA/Sweden) 
·  Tim Boteler (WA) 
·  Ben Mitchell (WA/Sweden) 
·  Jonathon Veron (WA) 
·  Derek Kippo (WA) 
·  Jaxon McSwain (WA) 
·  Christopher O’Sullivan (Sweden) 
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AOFC at its December meeting made the decision that AFA will be the organiser for 
APAC 08. AFA has decided to host the event in late August 08 in Perth, WA. So far 
AFA has established an organising committee (Alex Peck, Tash Glass, and Juerg 
Kihm). At the moment this group is about to finalise the venue. There are two options 
left. Furthermore the committee is in contact with further people to include in sub-
committees. 
 
So far the response from the nations is bit poor regarding APAC 08. Nations which 
have responded that they are interested to come to APAC 08 are: Singapore (Men), 
Australia (Men and Women), Korea (Men) and two Indian Men teams and one Indian 
women team plus Pakistan Men. The committee has been rewriting to Japan, 
Thailand, Singapore (Women), Malaysia, Bangladesh. 
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Most of you remember that AFA has launched a club incentive program last year, 
which reimburses clubs for their efforts in growing the sport. Also the most active 
club in their respective state will get an AFA grant at AFO 08. An opportunity you 
shouldn't miss. A number of teams have registered already which is great. For those 
of you that haven't please go onto the website www.floorball.org.au to download 
rego form and guidelines. The final cut-off date to register is April 30, 2008. So if you 
want AFA to help you out with your development this is your last chance.  
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The first interstate competition in Australia kicked off successfully on February 16 in 
Canberra. Blue Bulls FC were great hosts with a day organised closed to perfection. 
All games were played tough but fair and in great floorball spirit, resulting in tight 
games and some surprising results. You can check out all results at 
www.floorball.org.au. 
 
The next round will be played on March 29 in Sydney's Dural Sport Centre. Feel free 
to come along and check out some of the countries best floorball players. Games 
are played between 10am and 5pm. Thanks very much to Patrik at Salming for the 
help. 
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On April 16th, the Vikings FC is hosting a Junior (U17) girls 3 on 3 day. The idea of 
this day to to promote the game to new players. Our 6 current Junior players (aged 
from 10 - 15) are each going to bring at least 2 friends to the day and will form a 
team. We also have interest from some of the other playing venues so we are 
hoping for a large number of players. It is hoped that these new players will love the 
game so much that they will want to participate in the current women's leagues and 
the future Junior leagues.   

Contacts  
Stephen King  Juerg Kihm Petr Prazan  Chris Freimann 
tangoasset@iinet.net.au jiggle@gmx.net prazanp@seznam.cz chris.friemann@gmail.com 
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There is also the possibility of this event expanding to include boys and to capture 
some the 40 students currently being exposed to Floorball at the VFA clinics in local 
schools. 
  
The day will cost the players $1 each and the VFA is donating the rink and 
equipment. Springers Leisure Centre (the AFO venue) is donating the court time and 
players from each of the Women's league teams are donating their time to assist in 
coaching, refereeing and other duties. Days like this are not possible without the 
help and support of these people.  
  
If you know of any one interested in participating in the event (as a player, coach, 
referee or sponsor) please contact Kim Davie (kimsnowden@gmail.com) as soon as 
possible. Flyer attached. 
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Last year I was lucky enough to attend both a refereeing and coaching seminar 
organised by IFF, AFA and the Singapore floorball Association. To fit in with a tight 
end of year schedule the seminars were each 2 jam-packed days of floorball. 
 
Players from all over Australia hit Canberra to attend, there were old faces and new. 
It was great to be able to spend some time finding out how floorball is travelling all 
over the country. There was a lot of information to absorb but Renato, John, Thomas 
and Juerg (from IFF) were friendly, funny and clever with the way they passed it on. 
There were practical sessions, as well as theory to break up the days. Coming from 
a hockey background it was amazing to think that these blokes would fly halfway 
across the world to share their experience and help develop floorball in Australia. 
 
The first day ended with an observation game including two Swedish Elite players 
and the majority of attendants played. Participants were able to listen to the coaches 
and watch the refs while Nick Jonsson and I were lucky enough to “lead the game” 
(referee). Crazy players and psycho coaches challenged us. It was a steep learning 
curve but the feedback was extremely valuable for both of us. 
 
I gained a lot from the refereeing seminar, specifically information on positioning, 
communication and one of their big focuses; teaching and developing more refs in 
our own areas and trying to keep it consistent across the country. It was a lot of fun 
in a friendly environment and hopefully we can continue the enthusiasm showed by 
everyone to continue improving floorball here. 
 
Attending the coaching seminar in Singapore was a very different experience to that 
of the Australian one. I was the only Australian there but it gave me the opportunity 
to meet new people and make new contacts with other floorballers in the Asia- 
Oceania area.  
 
 

Contacts  
Stephen King  Juerg Kihm Petr Prazan  Chris Freimann 
tangoasset@iinet.net.au jiggle@gmx.net prazanp@seznam.cz chris.friemann@gmail.com 
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The coaching seminar was so beneficial in many ways; as a coach of course, 
teacher, ref understanding the game play, as a player and even as a spectator. 
Again the information was packed into the days, but we got the choice of which 
subjects we focused on more. I found a lot of players in Singapore and Malaysia who 
attended coached and played, which is difficult. It seems they have the same sorts of 
problems having only a few people who will step up and take charge of the 
development. However the way they train it will only be a matter of time before they 
begin to pick up tactically and really begin to challenge the stronger countries. We 
have the benefit of really good tacticians here in Australia but have a different 
attitude to training. It will be interesting to see where things will be in a few years 
time. 
 
John (IFF rep from Finland) has picked up a lot of ‘Australianisms’ in Canberra and 
he brought them to the seminar. His knowledge of the game was unbelievable, 
knowing players, games and his own playing experience. It was great to find the 
different ways people are coached, the different styles and tactics between countries 
having listened to Fin, Swedish, Swiss, Singaporean and Malaysian points of view 
and having my own from Australia. 
 
We watched the Australia West v Singapore APAC game to observe tactics, 
positioning and play from the teams. We had the benefit of the Australian coach 
explaining his plan to us before the game with the idea that we could pick up what 
was going right and what may need to be improved. Focusing on one aspect each 
the game looks completely different to when you are watching just cheering for your 
team. It made me realise that you have to be aware of so many different things as a 
coach. 
 
Besides the fun of meeting new people and eating crazy Singaporean food one of 
the highlights was meeting a representative of the Floorball Federation of India, MR 
P.S. Gil. The funniest, most enthusiastic little guy I’ve ever met. His video camera 
was permanently attached to his hand except when he reffed the observation game, 
where he taught everyone else that no matter what your level of knowledge a little bit 
of confidence and giving it a go goes a long way!  He returned to India and ran a 
seminar on what he learnt to 60 people, I couldn’t even imagine having a turnout like 
that here. And they had 400 people at their 4th Championships and nearly all the 
players use the basic flat blade cheap sticks. 
 
There’s a lot of information about floorball out there, and there are a lot of people 
willing to share it if you want to hear it. There are many reasons why it is hard to 
improve our playing and reffing in Australia but as Thomas Thim (Swedish IFF rep) 
said “we have to stop finding the problems and start making the solutions.” It costs 
money to travel to get international experience but as I found out there are many 
teams in South East Asia and possibly other developing floorball countries, who 
would travel here. If we continue to improve floorball here and make it enjoyable 
there are other ways to develop the sport. Just got to keep working together and 
keep it consistent across the biggest country in the world. 
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Despite some tough times such as lost sticks and baggage and major flight delays, 
our time in Poland and Prague was a positive experience and a great opportunity to 
learn more about floorball and to gain international experience. 
 
So lets start from the beginning…With just a small team of 11 field players and 2 
goal keepers, the Aussie women arrived in Prague only to find 7 of our bags plus all 
of our sticks were missing. Not the best start to the trip. After dealing with baggage 
services they ensured us that if our bags should arrive from London, they would be  

Contacts  
Stephen King  Juerg Kihm Petr Prazan  Chris Freimann 
tangoasset@iinet.net.au jiggle@gmx.net prazanp@seznam.cz chris.friemann@gmail.com 
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flown to Poland and couriered out to our hotel so we off went and jumped straight on 
a bus for a 6-hour drive to the small Polish town of Wolsztyn. Our second struggle 
(or character-building experience as we now call them) came late that night when we 
arrived at what we thought was our hotel, only to find they had no booking for us. 
You can imagine how happy we were to hear that news. Anyway, things got sorted 
out as we made another bus trip to a hotel and finally got ourselves settled. 
 
The first couple of days were quite easy with a couple of “training” sessions. At this 
stage our luggage still hadn’t arrived so our trainings consisted of playing a handball 
type game and learning LOTS about positioning. 
Thankfully our bags arrived at last. We could hardly believe that we had everything 
back. I don’t think any of us have ever been so happy to see our sticks and training 
gear before!  
  
On the 31st Jan, we welcomed the arrival of our much-missed captain Bubba, Sok, 
and our coach Oli, all who arrived (also after a very “character-building” journey) 
from Sweden. 
 
The following day was the start of the 4-Nations Tournament. Our first game – 
Poland. We fought hard and played some of the best floorball I think the Aussie team 
has played. The game came to a close finish, but unfortunately we couldn’t hold on 
and Poland popped one final goal into the net to take a 3-2 win. 
 
Our second game was against Denmark. Again we played hard and came back from 
being 3-0 down. The game was tight at 3-3 but Denmark were just too strong and 
the final score was 5-3 to the Danes. Though we didn’t come out on top, this was a 
huge improvement on our 10-0 loss to Denmark at the World Champs just 9 months 
before. 
 
The final game of the tournament saw us play Germany. Another good game by the 
Aussies. We once again improved on our World Champs loss to Germany by 
drawing this game 4-4. 
 
Our team was a small and relatively inexperienced team with 3 girls playing their first 
international game for Australia. We were unfortunately struck with a few injuries 
which we really felt with such a small team, but the girls stuck together to fight it out. 
We played some great floorball which impressed the coaches, the other nations as 
well as ourselves. We really exceeded our own expectations and reignited the fire for 
the World Championships in Dec 2009. 
 
After the tournament in Poland we headed back to Prague, where our famous 
manager Kev Lyons, had organised everything! We had friendly trainings and 
matches, of which we had our first couple of wins! We had team dinners, trips into 
the city, lots and lots of souvenir shopping and just heaps of fun!  
 
So our trip came to an end and it was time to head home. Thanks to British Airways 
and Heathrow, some of us got an extra night at the Airport Hotel, but that’s a story 
for another day!... 
 
On behalf of the Aussie girls, I’d again like to say a BIG thank you to everyone 
involved in our trip; Juerg for coaching and organising the whole trip, Oli for coming 
from Sweden to coach us, Kev for arranging so much..our time in Prague, the bus, 
the teams to play and train with, team dinners and of course our final party night. 
Thanks to Matt, our tireless physio who kept the team together. Supporters, Sok, 
Georgie and James who were with us on the sidelines. Parents, who helped get a lot 
of the girls to Europe…again! And finally the AFA and Salming, thanks for the 
uniforms! It was nice to be back in the green and gold! 
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The AFA experimented with taking 2 sides this time and therefore probably 
weakened a full strength Australian Team but the tournament did provide more 
players the opportunity to play against other National teams at a higher level than 
they would normally play at home. AFA believes the experiment was a success and 
will look at doing a similar at APAC this year with a senior men’s team and an U19’s 
team and hopefully a women’s team. 
 
AUSTRALIA EAST 
 
Japan B: 
One of our best performances regarding volition, speed and shooting. During the 
game Japanese team put us under real pressure which revealed nervousness and 
reduced players confidence. This resulted in Australian players not following tactical 
instructions and returned to individual bad habits. The very high speed of game 
resulted in mistakes by Japanese side that being said; they maintained the  score 
line of the game until the 50th minute.  Australian players delivered an aggressive 
fore-checking and their efforts.  A disappointing score of 6-7. 
 
Singapore B: 
Equally the same game as the previous played. Many chances on both sides 
however, several mistakes and goals conceded. Improvement shown by East team 
performance was shown by their continuous open play and, move into attacking 
zone as well as locking opponents in and applying continuous pressure to 
opposition. The team also improved on breaking the opponents play through the 
middle of the field which allowed counterattack. Unfortunately, we also made a lot of 
unnecessary mistakes in our defence. Final score 7-5 to East team. First (and only) 
win for the team. 
 
Malaysia: 
Our weakest performance of the tournament. Players still floated on euphoria from 
previous day’s win and over-confident approach with perception of playing weakest 
team in the group. On the other side Malaysian team made a big step up during 
previous two games and was very focussed and hungry to win one game in their 
group. Players were continuously 2nd on ball, had difficulty passing ball over the 
half. Players eventually joined the game and began to focus and take direction, at 
this stage, play was down by 4 goals. Score difference allowed Malaysia to control 
the game till the end. Final score  5-7. 
 
Japan A: 
Good lesson of combining, following of strategy and productivity from Japanese elite 
team who controlled the game from start to finish. The weakest game from East 
team side regarding defending and opening of game. Individually; only the young 
players could match - and dominate play at times - against the individual skills of the 
Japanese elite players.  
 
Positive aspect - players continuously applied pressure and raised the tempo - even 
in the last period  - which resulted in no goals being scored by either team. East 
team scored first goal in this game during the power play. Final score 2-12. 
 
AUSTRALIA WEST 
 
Singapore:  
We started pretty good – according to our game plan. After 5 minutes we received 
two unlucky goals which I believe changed the game and the beliefs. The reaction to 
fight back was falling back into old hockey style patterns which mean receiving the 
ball and try to run with the ball. Such a system can’t be successful at all against a 
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well organised team as Singapore was. Singapore was very fit, skilful in individual 
skills and punished us for our mistakes. Result: 2-10 
 
Japan:  
This game was the best one from my point of view. We changed our game plan 
completely. We were able to apply various tactical concepts during this game. Even 
we lost I see this game as the best ever an aussie men team has played since I 
have seen any men games (2004). Our tactical game plan in the defense worked out 
but we were struggling to create enough dangerous situations in front of the 
Japanese goal. If we created chances our conversion rate was really bad. Japan 
was still fit but I believe they lost individual and tactical skills. Result: 1-3 
 
Korea:  
Again the team was able to apply tactical concepts in our defense. We were also 
better in creating scoring opportunities but scoring became a big issue. We were not 
able to put the ball into the net. To receive 3 goals in an international game is 
probably not too bad but of course the must be the option to score at least 3-5 goals 
per game. This is definitely lacking. Korea has improved a lot; I expected this as I 
know they have done a fair effort for this tournament. Fitness wise and individual 
technical skills wise they became a lot better than Australia. Their tactical knowledge 
is still poor. Result: 2-3 
 
Malaysia:  
Probably our weakest game (except the 2nd and 3rd period against Singapore). We 
just were able to apply a minimum of game plan. It was enough to win against a 
Malaysia which selected many new and young players. Result: 6-3 
 
Final comment: Singapore, Japan and Korea have all better individual technical skills 
than the Australian players. The fitness of all players from those three countries is 
way better than the Aussie fitness. Tactically only Singapore was able to apply 
consistently a specific tactical concept. To overcome the issue of fitness and 
technical individual skills – I strongly believe Australia must be able to play a strong 
tactics where everyone knows what to do and is actually doing out while minimizing 
the own mistakes. 
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